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The History of Catalyst High School 

Catalyst High School is modeled after Chinook Alternatives that opened in 1998 as a Boulder Valley 

program ñto prevent and reclaim high school drop outs.ò Ed Porritt discovered that the students who were 

struggling to stay in school were often dealing with serious issues including major depression, anxiety, 

harassment, substance abuse, and issues related to traumatic loss.   

 

Chinook served all the high schools in Boulder Valley, one of the highest performing school districts in 

the State. A 64% graduation rate exceeded that of the Stateôs general population. Chinook contributed to a 

4 % reduction in the Districtôs drop out rate. An impressive 70% of Chinook graduates continued to 

colleges. 

 

After Chinookôs closure in 2004 due to budget cuts, the parentsô question: ñWhere can my child go so he 

or she wonôt drop out?ò went unanswered. Three years later, Ed and a group of committed citizens 

opened Catalyst and re-created the Chinook instructional model, with increased therapeutic and 

collaborative services.  

 

Catalyst opened its doors August 2007 and has served over 60 students in the first two years. The staff 

has increased from a principal, a part-time counselor and three part-time teachers to three administrators, 

six regular full-time teachers, five adjunct teachers, three therapists, five support staff and a legion of 

volunteers. In addition, ever-expanding services, successful graduates, and an increasing number of 

advisors, collaborators and investors are dedicated to making Catalyst High School affordable and 

successful. The program has evolved into a school that bases its strong academics by primarily addressing 

health-related needs. As the 2009-2010 school year opens, Catalyst has split into two shifts. An 

abbreviated schedule caters to seniors and more independent students. The full schedule includes more 

comprehensive services and more in-class hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nondiscrimination Policy 
 

Catalyst High School is an equal opportunity nonprofit corporation and educational institution.  

Catalyst High School does not discriminate against anyone in the school community, including 

students, employees or volunteers on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual 

orientation, age, disability, or religion.  Catalyst High School admits students, hires employees 

and welcomes volunteers of any race, ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, 

disability, or religion to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or 

made available at the school.  Catalyst High School will not tolerate discrimination, harassment 

or violence against anyone, including students, employees and volunteers, regardless of race, 

ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, disability, or religion. 
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Purpose of the Student and Parent Handbook  
 

The Catalyst Student and Parent Handbook is designed to provide students and parents with a 

general summary description of Catalyst High School guidelines and programs. A copy of these 

guidelines and procedures is provided to each student, and to the studentôs parent/guardian. 

Information regarding the schoolôs guidelines, policies, behavior expectations, as well as 

enrollment procedures, attendance expectations, and grading procedures are found in this 

Handbook. Each student and a parent or guardian should read this material carefully each year.  

The last page of this handbook is a form to sign that states that the student and parent/guardian 

understand the contents of the handbook. Students and parents/guardians are encouraged to keep 

your copy of the Catalyst High School Student and Parent Handbook available at home for 

reference.   

 

The school has the right to change, modify, delete, deviate from, or add policies and guidelines. 

The school will endeavor to announce changes by memo or email notice. Any subsequent 

revisions or modifications supersede this Handbook. It is your responsibility as a student or 

parent to read this handbook. If further clarification or interpretation is necessary, please contact 

a school administrator. 
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Catalyst High School 

2009-2010 
Year-Round Calendar for Students 

 
 

 

 

Block   Dates    Type of Classes   

   

        A   Aug. 26 ï Sept. 3  Intensive  

  

        B   Sept. 9 ï Sept. 30  Regular Block   

   

       C   Oct. 5 ï Oct. 28  Regular Block 

   

        D   Nov. 2 ï Nov. 20  Regular Block  

 

        E   Dec. 2 ï Dec. 17  Intensive E 
   

        F   Jan. 5 ï Jan. 27  Regular Block 
 

       G   Feb. 1 ï Feb. 24  Regular Block 

   

        H   Mar. 1 ï Mar. 19  Regular Block  
   

       I    Mar. 31 ï April 14    Intensive 
        (Includes Conference on World Affairs) 

 

        J   April 19 ï May 19  Regular Block 

  

        K   May 24 ï June 24  Regular Block  

    

      

   

 

 

Breaks and Holidays ï No School   

Sept. 7éééééééééééLabor Day   

Nov. 23-27 éééééééééThanksgiving Break    

Dec. 21-Jan. 1...éé...éééé..Winter Break 

Jan. 18éééééééééééMartin Luther King Day 

Feb. 15éééééééééé...Presidents Day   

March 22-26éééééééé..Spring Break   

May 31 éééééééééé..Memorial Day   

June 25-Aug. 20 éééééééSummer Break for Students 
 

173 Student Days 
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Staff Contact Information 

 

School Telephone: (303) 604-6512                        

Email: first name (dot) last name @ catalysths.org 

 

 

Main Office 

 

Mary Hickling       Extension 202  

   Administrative Assistant       mary.hickling@catalysths.org 

 

Administration  

 

Ed Porritt        Extension 207  

   Principal                 ed.porritt@catalysths.org 

 

Scott Gibson Extension 207 

   Assistant Principal scott.gibson@catalysths.org 

    

 

Teaching Staff 

 

Tricia Carpenter       Extension 205 

   Calculus teacher      tricia@standfordalumni.org 

 

Markiah Friedman       Extension 206 

   Life & Earth Sciences; Arts & Technology   mark.friedman@catalysths.org 

 

Heather Gardner      Extension 205 

   Language Arts      heather.gardner@catalysths.org 

  

Melita Gump       Extension 212 

   Math & Art       melita.gump@catalysths.org 

    

Ginny Jones       Extension 253 

   Social Studies      ginny.jones@catalysths.org  

 

John Kettling                                                                         Extension 214 

   Physical Sciences           john.kettling@catalysths.org 

 

Anastasia Milliken      Extension 204 

   Language Arts; Assessments    anastasia.milliken@catalysths.org          

  

Tyler T hompson      Extension 210 

   Reading, Film & Social Studies     tyler.thompson@catalysths.org 

   

mailto:mary.hickling@catalysths.org
mailto:ed.porritt@catalysths.org
mailto:mark.friedman@catalysths.org
mailto:heather.gardner@catalysths.org
mailto:melita.gump@catalysths.org
mailto:ginny.jones@catalysths.org
mailto:john.kettling@catalysths.org
mailto:anastasia.milliken@catalysths.org
mailto:tyler.thompson@catalysths.org
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Counselors 

 

Harmony Barrett -Isaacs      Extension 208 

  Therapeutic Counselor      harmony.isaacs@catalysths.org  

  

Michelle Kaye       Extension 209 

  Therapeutic Counselor      michelle.kaye@catalysths.org  

 

Daniel White 

 Therapeutic Counselor 

 

 

 

Support Staff 

 

Rachel Daly       Extension 211 

  Academic Coordinator     rachel.daly@catalysths.org 

 

Jen Lemanski       Extension 211 

  Paraeducator       jennifer.lemanski@catalysths.org  

 

Mary Hicklin g      Extension 202  

   Administrative Assistant       mary.hickling@catalysths.org 

 

Katy Fleming       Extension 250 

   Community Health Coordinator    katy.fleming@catalysths.org  

  

Leslie Levinson      Extension 250 

   Financial Controller      leslie.levinson@catalysths.org 

 

Shante Rodriguez                                                               Extension 202 

   Receptionist       shante.rodriguez@catalysths.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:harmony.isaacs@catalysths.org
mailto:michelle.kaye@catalysths.org
mailto:rachel.daly@catalysths.org
mailto:jennifer.lemanski@catalysths.org
mailto:mary.hickling@catalysths.org
mailto:leslie.levinson@catalysths.org
mailto:shante.rodriguez@catalysths.org


10 
 

Enrollment Information  
 

 

 

Catalyst Nondiscrimination Policy 

Catalyst High School is an equal opportunity nonprofit corporation and educational institution.  

Catalyst High School does not discriminate against anyone in the school community, including 

students, employees or volunteers on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual 

orientation, age, disability, or religion.  Catalyst High School admits students, hires employees 

and welcomes volunteers of any race, ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, 

disability, or religion to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or 

made available at the school.  Catalyst High School will not tolerate discrimination, harassment 

or violence against anyone, including students, employees and volunteers, regardless of race, 

ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, disability, or religion.  

 

Rolling Admissions 

A student may start taking classes in Catalyst High School at any time during the school year. Students 

usually start Catalyst High School at the beginning of a block, but it is not necessary to do so. Whether 

starting at the beginning of a block or in the middle, the student may begin working to earn credit on the 

first day of their attendance.  

 

Tuition and Fees 

All fees are approved annually by the Catalyst Board of Directors. 

¶ Tuition Payments to be made per Tuition Agreement, either annually or monthly. A 

tuition contract requires 12 monthly payments to support a 10 1/2-month school year. The 

monthly tuition payment must be received prior to the 1
st
 day of each month for which it 

applies. Tuition payments continue for each month without pause, regardless of a 

studentôs vacation schedule or inadvertent suspensions. Regularly scheduled monthly 

tuition payments may be temporarily suspended if a Catalyst High School administrator 

agrees in advance. All tuition payments, invoices, deposits, fees and reparations or 

restitutions due to Catalyst High School must be paid in full before a studentôs official 

school-related information, including transcripts, will be released to a student, a studentôs 

family, another school, or any third party. 

¶ Application Fee A nonrefundable fee of $50 is required upon submission of the 

application. 

¶ Enrollment Fee If the student is accepted into Catalyst High School, a one-time, non-

refundable fee of $250.00 is required for administrative costs to investigate student 

history, register the student, create records, design an individualized academic start plan, 

conduct assessments, and enroll the student for courses. 

¶ Student Parking Permit A $30.00 annual parking permit to allow a student to park a 

vehicle in the Catalyst Student Parking Area. 

¶ Fees are occasionally required for students taking an intensive or for certain courses.  

 

 

 

 



11 
 

Security Deposit 
A security deposit of $250.00, paid in full at registration, is refunded to the student or 

parent/guardian following the studentôs conclusion at Catalyst, and after all Catalyst materials 

are returned in good condition.  Other deposits may apply as the need arises. The security deposit 

may not be used as a substitute for tuition.  

 

 

Failure to Present Truthful Information  

At any time, if it is discovered that important, truthful information has been withheld or 

misrepresented about a student involving but not limited to the studentôs physical, emotional or 

mental health and wellness, discipline, welfare, history of drug usage, or history of violent, 

aggressive, or threatening behavior, Catalyst High School retains the right to withdraw the 

student without notice and to retain any fees, deposits, and tuition payments without refund. 

Examples of significant information are: 

¶ Behavior considered, by professional or authority, to be potentially dangerous or 

otherwise inappropriate  presented as a ñone time anomalyò which, in fact, was part of a 

pattern of similar behavior; 

¶ Undisclosed information related to a studentôs historic or current use of drugs, alcohol, 
weapons, or other controlled substances or items; 

¶ Previously existing mental health conditions, for which the student has received 

therapeutic or psychiatric treatment, or for which a professional has recommended 

therapeutic or psychiatric treatment in an evaluation; 

¶ Previous existing condition present at the time of application, such as work demands, 

judicial requirements of the student, or information related to pregnancy or child, of the 

student or partner by any definition. 

These are only examples, and should not be considered a complete list. 

 

 

 

Release of Academic Information 

A studentôs school-related records, including but not limited to official and unofficial 

transcription of a studentôs classes, grades, and credits earned, will be released in accordance to 

standard guidelines provided the student owes no fines for materials checked out, owes no 

outstanding fees, and owes no outstanding tuition balance. Transcripts and school records will 

not be released until all debts are paid.  
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Catalyst High School Illegal Drug Use Policy 
 

The Catalyst High School Illegal Drug Policies is effective as of July 1, 2009. The policy is written 

to be clear and concise, and not intended to be open for negotiation at this time or at any subsequent 

time, with individual parents. The policy is reviewed annually by the Catalyst Customized Education 

Board of Directors, following a period of time when parental input is requested, welcomed, and 

considered.  

Parents/guardians must agree to all terms in the Catalyst Drug Screening Policy, as well as other 

policies and terms of enrollment, including all provisions related to drug screening, as a condition 

for a student to attend Catalyst High School.  

 

Values and Philosophy 

1. Catalyst is an independent high school that emphasizes good health as a foundation for good 

academics. Catalyst may be a suitable high school for a student who has a history of illegal 

substance abuse but is now committed to sobriety and whose primary support system (usually 

parents) fully supports this drug policy. 

2. As opposed to an on-line school, where the student ñattends schoolò in the privacy of his or her 

own home, Catalyst High School exists as a supportive community of adults and teens. As such, 

Catalyst High School looks out for the health and safety needs of the entire population of 

students. Its students, parents and other stakeholders want Catalyst to be a safe and welcoming 

place that is free of issues related to illegal drugs. It is the schoolôs responsibility to provide that 

atmosphere. 

3. The Policy is designed to encourage and reinforce appropriate behavior regarding illegal drug 

usage. To do so, it is necessary to know who is in violation, by way of mandatory screening for 

illegal drugs.  

4. While Catalyst High School supports an environment free of illegal drugs, we are an institution 

of academics and learning and do not provide primary therapeutic treatment for substance abuse-

related issues.  We will make every effort to provide support to students, as well as their parents, 

who are committed to discontinuing illegal substance use by providing referrals for resources in 

the community and in-house counseling support. 

5. Catalyst encourages: 

¶ full disclosure regarding past and current academic strengths and challenges,  health 

issues broadly defined, legal and illegal drug use, and stressors;  

¶ open communication between the family and the school; 

¶ good communication  aligned with sound profession judgment among the school staff, 

outside therapists and health professionals counseling to support each studentôs health 

and long-term wellness.  

6.   Illegal drug use/abuse is considered a health-related concern. As such, each student who is 

being screened for illegal drug use will meet with a Catalyst Counselor on a periodic basis 

throughout the screening period. The Catalyst principal and counselors share therapeutic and 

medical information, which may include information regarding drug usage by a student. This 

information will be shared with Catalyst teachers and staff as needed.  

7. Our goal is to help the student who is struggling or even experimenting with illegal drugs by 

making the truth known and supporting our health-related goals with counseling support to help 

the student identify reasons for the drug usage and to replace illegal drug use with healthy 

behaviors.  
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8. We ask that parents accept our position as nonjudgmental and based only on a need to know. We 

believe that real trust can be built most quickly by knowing the truth, and we believe that 

parental cooperation will help reduce the student's anxiety around this matter.  

 

Policy Guidelines 

1. All students are required to be screened within one week prior to the start of attending Catalyst 

High School. Per normal screening procedures, the student/parent will pay for the 10-panel 

screen ($30). Catalyst will reimburse the full cost for ñnegativeò results. See 7 below.   

2. For a student to begin attending classes, one of the following conditions must apply: 1. A 

studentôs drug screen must be determined by Chematox Laboratories, Inc. to be ñnegativeò; 2. 

The qualifying screen may be ñpositiveò, but the test has been taken within 21 days of a previous 

screen, and the ñresultsò are significantly closer to ñnegativeò than those of the previous screen.  

3. Any student may be required by the school administration to be screened randomly or upon 

reasonable suspicion. All students will be screened at least twice every 12 months. Students who 

produce positive results may be screened upon return from any break of substantive size. 

4. A student may be required to take a drug screen for behaviors that may be consistent with drug 

usage such as, but not limited to: a drop in attendance; a drop grades as compared to previous 

comparable classes; irritable, erratic or abnormal behavior; appearance of being under the 

influence; or for any reason determined by school administration. 

5. Should the school find reason to suspect illegal use of drugs by a student, a meeting may be 

requested by the school and/or parent/guardian to discuss the matter. After investigation and due 

consideration -- with or without a meeting actually taking place and regardless of the opinion of 

the student of 18 years of age or otherwise the parent/guardian -- Catalyst High School retains 

the exclusive right to decide whether to require the screen.  

6. The drug screen will take place at Chematox Laboratory, Inc. in Boulder within 48 hours of the 

decision by the school. The student/parent will pay for the screen at Chematox at the time of the 

screen. By signing this policy agreement, the parent/student agrees to have Chematox 

Laboratories, Inc. send the results directly to the Catalyst High School administrator. 

7.  The school will reimburse the student/parent for any screen that is determined by Chematox 

Laboratories, Inc. to be ñnegative.ò The student/parents will assume the cost for any payment for 

any screen determined by Chematox Laboratories, Inc. to be ñpositiveò. 

8. Illegal drugs include substances that can be consumed, absorbed, inhaled, injected and are 

considered illegal by state law, as well as prescription and over the counter drugs, if taken in a 

manner other than for its intended purpose or by someone other than as prescribed, alcoholic 

beverages if underage, and substances that create effects or behavior similar to illegal drugs. 

9. A studentôs parent or guardian should report any prescribed drugs to Chematox at the time of the 
screening.  

10. If a student tests positive for an illegal drug, the school will require the student to take a follow-

up screen at a time determined by the school, often two weeks later. This process may be 

repeated. It is expected that positive levels will diminish between tests and remain negative when 

attained. 

11. A student/parent may ask Chematox Laboratory, Inc. to confirm their results by retesting the 

original sample. The cost is approximately $200. Catalyst will reimburse the student/parent for 

the confirmation test if the new results contradict the original finding and come up ñnegative.ò 

Chematox is a Forensic Toxicology Testing Center that works with law enforcement and courts 
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on a regular basis. The likelihood for ñfalse positivesò or error is minimal and their expert 

conclusions generally stand up in court.  

12. To monitor a ñcleanò status, the student may participate in period drug screens, often at three-

week intervals. Such a program will be by agreement with the parents. In such a case, Catalyst 

High School will not necessarily pay for ñnegativeò results. 

13. A student may be suspended from the school if positive on a drug screen. A student who is 

suspended may be expected to continue academic work but may be prohibited from coming to 

school during the period of the suspension as deemed appropriate by the school.  

14. A student who tests positive for illegal drug use will be required to meet regularly with a 

Catalyst counselor/therapist (no additional charge). The school will assure that the student has 

access to a Catalyst counselor (off campus) even if the student is otherwise suspended from 

school.  

15. Regular tuition payments will continue as normally expected during the period of time a student 

is suspended from school. 

16. The Catalyst administration may investigate a concern of possible illegal drug use based on 

anonymous and confidential information. Catalyst administration may require that a student take 

a drug screen based on anonymous information.  

17. Any behavior interpreted as bullying, coercing, threatening or intimating by one student toward 

another student may be grounds for immediate expulsion from school. Specifically, this may 

relate to retaliatory behavior associated with illegal drug use and its reporting, investigation or 

consequences.  

18. A student who is found to be under the influence of a controlled substance while in school will 

be considered in possession. 

19. A student found to be in possession of a controlled substance while in school, on or adjacent to 

school property, or during a school-related function will be suspended, may be expelled from 

school, and may be reported to law enforcement.  

20. A student who distributes (sells, shares, gives, etc.) a controlled substance to anyone else while 

in school, on or adjacent to school property, or during a school-related function will be expelled 

from school and reported to law enforcement.  

21. The school will do its part to maintain confidentiality throughout the drug screening process, 

counseling process, and discipline process. The student in question is encouraged by Catalyst 

High School to exercise similar discretion. Catalyst High School is not responsible for 

information among the general population based on information shared by the subject student.  

22. A student's/family's refusal to follow this policy will be considered a withdrawal from Catalyst 

High School, and any tuition and fees paid will be forfeited. (The security deposit will be 

returned per agreement.)  

23. A student who chooses to be administratively withdrawn rather than comply with the screening 

policy may re-apply for admission to Catalyst High School after a minimum of three months. If 

re-admitted to Catalyst High School, new tuition will be required.  
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School Information 

 

Building Hours 

Students are not to be in the building at any other time unless under the supervision of a member 

of the school staff. Daily building hours are Monday through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Due 

to the weekly staff meeting, students are not allowed into the building until 10:00 on 

Wednesdays. Students are generally encouraged to stay at school to complete work and access 

resources beyond their normal hours of class; however, a student may be directed to stay away 

from campus beyond regular class time under certain circumstances.  

 

Visitors 

Visitors are allowed on campus only if they have school business. Friends and/or relatives of 

students will be granted a visitor pass only if they have specific school business and have been 

approved in advance by an administrator. All visitors must report to the Main Office. 

 

Library , Labs and Computers 

The school library, labs and computers are open each day during building hours for quiet study, 

reading and research. 

 

School Closings/Emergencies 

In case of severe weather, unforeseen school closings or changes will be announced before 6:30 

a.m. (or as soon as the decision is made to close schools) on the Catalyst Website 

(www.catalysths.org), on television channels 4, 7, and 9, and on the following radio stations: 

KOA (850 AM), KGNU (88.5 FM) and KBCO (97.3 FM). 

 

Intruder Alert Drills  

Each year we will have an intruder alert drill. Students are expected to follow the teacher's 

instructions and procedures. 

 

Fire Drills  

Each semester we will have a fire drill. Students are to follow the teacher's instructions for 

procedures for evacuation. Students are required to stay at least 100 feet from the building while 

outside and remain there until the all-clear signal is given. 

 

Tornado Warnings 

 In case of tornado warning, students and teachers will be instructed to go to the interior hallway 

and basement stairwell, sit down and cover their heads. Students and staff should be in an area 

away from all windows. Students and staff will remain in the hallway and stairwell until the 

warning is lifted. 

 

Health Services 

If a student becomes ill at school, he/she must inform Main Office personnel before leaving 

school.   If a student needs to take medication during school hours, medication must be kept in 

the office. All medication given at school requires a doctor's order and parent permission. Epi-

pens and inhalers may be carried with doctor's permission. Contact the school for more 

information. 
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Distribution of Medicine 

 

Accidents 

Students must report all injuries to an administrator or someone in the Main Office. 

 

 

Physical Examinations/Immunizations 

It is recommended and may be required in some circumstances that students new to Catalyst 

High School have a physical examination. Proof of immunizations must be provided to the 

school per the Colorado Immunization Law. 

 

Posters and Bulletin Board Announcements 

All informational posters placed on bulletin boards or walls and announcements to be read are to 

first be approved by a school staff member.  

 

Asbestos Management Plan 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Air Pollution Control Division 

Stationary Sources Program requires that Catalyst High School, as a Local Educational Agency 

(LEA), maintain an AHERA Management Plan, regarding potential asbestos-containing building 

materials.  The principal of Catalyst High School shall be the LEA designee.  The AHERA 

Asbestos Management Plan is filed in the Principalôs Office. The Plan includes documentation 

by the builder of 2575 Park Lane that ñthere was no asbestos contained in any of the materials 

used in the construction of the building or in the interior finishesò when the building was 

constructed in the year 2000. 
. 
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Student Information  

 

 

Student Identification 

Each student should carry a Catalyst identification card while in school.  

 

Lockers, Mailboxes and Personal Possessions 

Lockers and school mailboxes are school property. School lockers and mailboxes, as well as the 

studentsô backpacks, purses and other personal possessions may be searched by the principal or 

designee when there is reasonable suspicion that a search may lead to evidence that school 

policies or state laws have been breached.  

 

Items of Value 

Items of value should be left at home. The school does not assume any responsibility for lost or 

stolen items.  

 

Lost and Found 

Lost and found articles may be turned in or picked up in the Main Office. Articles not claimed in 

a reasonable length of time will be donated to a charitable organization. 

 

Parking Guidelines 

A Catalyst student may purchase a permit for $30.00 to park for one year in designated ñCatalyst 

Student Parkingò spaces in the parking lot.  Proof of registration, insurance and a valid driverôs 

license are required for a student to purchase a parking permit and be allowed to park in the lot. 

Parking is limited and first come, first served. If ñCatalyst Student Parkingò spaces are filled, 

students must park curbside, along the north side of Park Lane.  Vehicles parked in the lot not 

registered with Catalyst High School, or vehicles parked illegally or outside the designated 

parking area, may be ticketed and towed at the ownerôs expense. Students who violate Colorado 

driving laws, common safety standards, or school parking rules could forfeit their permit without 

a refund. The school is not responsible for loss or damage that may occur in the lot.  Students 

may not loiter in cars, anywhere in the parking lot, or along the street.  

 

Transporting Students 

Catalyst High School places responsibility for the decision that a student be allowed to drive himself or 

herself between points of the school experience on the studentôs parent/legal guardian. In so doing, the 

parent/legal guardian assumes responsibility for the studentôs own safety while traveling between points. 

Any student, regardless of age, is forbidden to drive another student or students, regardless of age or 

ages, between points during any school activity or activities or between any community-based 

learning experiences and school that is, in any way, related to Catalyst Education of Colorado.  

 

Health Insurance 

All Catalyst students should have health insurance. Students without health insurance may apply 

for the Colorado Health Planôs Child Health Plan Plus. Information is available at www.cchp.org 

or by calling (800) 359-1991.  
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Change of Address or Phone Number 

The main office should be notified promptly of a change in home or business addresses, a 

telephone number or email address. 

 

School Materials 

Materials, including text books, are furnished by the school and checked out to students each 

year. A one-time $250 security deposit is required. A student who loses or damages school 

materials will be assessed a fine, levied against the security deposit. The fine must be paid/$250 

deposit reinstated before additional materials may be checked out.  

 

Kitchen 

The school kitchen is available for storage, preparation and consumption of food. As such, the 

kitchen is a vital part of the health program of our school. Students are expected to keep this area 

clean. Use of kitchen privileges by students, individually or as a group, may be revoked for 

failure to keep kitchen clean. 

 

Food and Drink 

Food and drink are not to be consumed in the outer hallways and stairways. Students may eat in 

the kitchen area or outdoors. Students must dispose of trash and recyclables appropriately. 

Students must clean their own dishes and clean up spills.  

 

School Telephones 

The Main Office telephone may be used by students with permission. Expectations for Student 

Conduct, as outlined in this document, apply to phone use.  

 

Limited Use of Personal Cell Phones 

Cell phones should be used sparingly and in a time and manner that does not interfere with the 

learning of students.  A studentôs failure to limit his or her own cell phone usage may result in 

the school taking the cell phone temporarily and possibly lead to closer monitoring or restricted 

cell phone use by the student.  

 

Social Networking/Email/Non-School Related Internet Use 

Usage of social networking sites such as Facebook and Myspace, as well as personal email and 

internet surfing unrelated to academics during academic hours is not allowed. Students may 

check email and conduct personal business before school (before 8 AM), during the lunch break 

(between 11 ï 11:30 AM) and after classes have ended (after 4:30 PM). Student use of handheld 

devices and computer networks, including wifi, are only permitted for educational purposes 

while classes are in session. Expectations for ñStudent Conductò and ñAcademic Honesty and 

Integrityò as outlined in this document apply to any and all technology use.  

 

Dress Code: Students are expected to keep themselves well-groomed and neatly dressed at all 

times. Clothing is expected to be school-appropriate. The following are guidelines that have been 

put into place in an effort to avoid distractions or disruptions to the educational environment of 

the school. Students may be referred to an administrator for clothing that includes, but is not 

limited to, articles that reveal cleavage, midriff, etc; those advertising alcohol, drugs, tobacco; 

garments with obscene/ offensive language/graphics; pins, etc.; anything with removable 
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spikes/chains or straps, as well as pants that "sag." Remove your shoes at your own risk.  Shoes 

must be worn in public areas. Underwear should not be visible. Cracks, above and below, should 

not be visible. Shorts and skirts should be longer than the studentôs fingertips with arms at 

his/her sides. Clothing should not be distracting. Students violating this policy may be asked to 

change clothes or go home.  

 

Internet User Policies 

The student and the parent/guardian must agree that the student will properly use of the Internet, 

computers, and other technology to conduct research, create projects and presentations, and 

access the Internet for school-related academic purposes only while at school, under the terms 

and conditions set forth. Inappropriate use of the Internet, school computers or handheld 

technology may result in temporary or permanent loss of Internet access and/or computer use 

privileges in Catalyst High School. Other consequences for such misconduct may include 

automatic ñNo Creditò for a class, withdrawal from Catalyst High School, legal action, and/or 

restitution for costs associated with any damages caused by such violations.  

 

Fire Extinguishers 

Fire extinguishers are placed throughout the building for the sole purpose of combating fires. 

Students are not to tamper with, remove, or misuse fire extinguishers. 

 

Skateboards/Longboards and Bicycles 

A student may ride a skateboard, longboard, or bicycle to school; however, these items are not to 

be ridden on school property or during school time, including to and from the YMCA. 

Skateboards and longboards may be stored in the Main Office. Bicycles should be locked outside 

the school.   

 

Securing Personal Items 

Students are reminded to secure bicycles, automobiles, and other personal items because the 

school does not accept responsibility for personal articles and property in case of theft in the 

building or on the grounds. 

 

Internet User Policies 

The student and the parent/guardian must agree that the student will properly use of the Internet, 

computers, and other technology to conduct research, create projects and presentations, and 

access the Internet for school-related academic purposes only while at school, under the terms 

and conditions set forth. Inappropriate use of the Internet, school computers or handheld 

technology may result in temporary or permanent loss of Internet access and/or computer use 

privileges in Catalyst High School. Other consequences for such misconduct may include 

automatic ñNo Creditò for a class, withdrawal from Catalyst High School, legal action, and/or 

restitution for costs associated with any damages caused by such violations.  

 

Tobacco Use 

Smoking and other use of tobacco products is detrimental to good health and considered a 

disruption to the school program and is therefore discouraged. Smoking, possession of, or any 

other use or display of tobacco, including chewing, may not be visible inside the school or, 

without special permission, at school events. Items used for smoking or chewing will be 
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confiscated. There are several resources for tobacco cessation available at school for students to 

quit their tobacco habit.  

 

How to Avoid Trespassing 

Catalyst High School students are not to be on the campus of other schools during operating 

hours without prior approval by that schoolôs administration. Likewise, students from other 

schools should not be at Catalyst High School without prior approval and first checking in at the 

main office. Unauthorized visits may be considered trespassing and could be subject to citations 

by the police department within that school's jurisdiction.  

 

Visitors 

Any visitors to Catalyst High School must be preapproved by a staff member and registered in 

the office.  

 

Keeping the School Clean 

Students are asked to take pride in the appearance of their school and to cooperate in keeping all 

areas of the building, inside and out, free of trash and litter. Students are expected to use the 

many receptacles placed around campus for their trash and recyclables. Students are also 

expected to pick up their lunch trays and wrappers from the lunch table or area where they ate 

when they have finished eating lunch or snacks. 

 

How and When to Hang Out 

Students may congregate at the picnic tables behind the school, only if it does not interfere with a 

class or is with specific teacher permission during school hours. Students are not to linger or 

wander about inside or outside the school. This includes similar behavior in or around the 

occupancy of cars during school or at school events. Students who are waiting for friends should 

remain inside the school quietly or at the picnic tables behind the school.  
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Attendance 
 

It is the responsibility of Catalyst High School to provide each student with the best education possible. 

It is the responsibility of the student to take advantage of the excellent educational opportunities offered 

at our campuses, and it is the combined responsibility of the student and parent/guardian to ensure the 

studentôs daily attendance. Catalyst High School requires that teachers record daily class attendance. 

The learning, which occurs in the classroom, is a vital, valuable component of the studentôs educational 

experience and cannot be duplicated in any other manner. Catalyst High School cannot be responsible 

for the educational progress of a student who fails to maintain regular attendance habits and/or who is 

removed from the school setting for extended periods of time for violation of law or effective 

educational practices. 

 

Because of the block-style calendar in Catalyst High School, regular attendance in Catalyst is critical.   

¶ For a class that meets twice per week for four weeks, we say that ñmissing one day in Catalyst is 

like missing two to three weeks in a traditional high school.ò  

¶ In Catalyst, the student is responsible for his or her own attendance. Except in extreme situations, 

the student, not the parent, must call the teacher at school on the telephone (not email) regarding 

an absence or tardy. 

¶ The student may pre-arrange an alternative attendance date by negotiating with the teacher, if 

done at least 24 hours before class time, for reasons such as appointments, court dates, and 

college visitations.  

¶ In the event that a student misses a class completely, or is late to class, and consequently loses 

points, there is no opportunity to regain those lost points.  

¶ Only a doctorôs verification of a suspected contagious illness or a serious accident that requires 
medical attention qualifies as an excused absence. These are the only absences which may be 

made up. 

¶ Only a long-standing pre-arranged plan between the school administration and family, created to 

support a studentôs individual needs, may overrule these guidelines.  

 

Compulsory Attendance Law 

The Colorado State Legislature has adopted compulsory attendance laws to require consistent 

school attendance for youth under the age of seventeen years. These attendance laws place the 

responsibility of regular attendance on the student and the parent/guardian. Enrollment and 

active participation in Catalyst High School by students fulfills this obligation. Throughout their 

Catalyst Experience, students are expected to attend all classes, off-campus experiences, 

appointments, and college classes, for which they are enrolled and/or contracted to earn credit.  

Catalyst High School shall not be responsible for the actions of a student who is truant, for a 

studentôs truancy, or any resulting adverse consequences while truant.  
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Academic Information 
 

Class Registration 

Students register each block for courses they will take the following block.  Academic Planning 

Guides are available to students during the pre-registration process. The academic coordinator 

will work with the student to choose classes and set the weekly schedule. 

 

Schedule Changes 

Schedule changes may be made by appointment with a counselor or academic coordinator.  

 

Dropped Classes 

To drop a class, student must receive the approval of the academic coordinator prior to the half-

way point of the block.  

 

Advisor and Counseling 

An academic advisor is assigned to every student. These services include guidance for 

educational planning and counseling in the area of social or personal concerns. Counselors and 

therapists are also available to students.  

 

Need for Therapy 

If the Catalyst Counselor believes that a student is in need of therapeutic counseling, Catalyst 

High School has the right to require that the student have a therapeutic assessment or a 

psychological-educational assessment with an acceptable professional, at the studentôs expense, 

to start or to continue attending Catalyst High School.   

 

Passages  

Students who complete at least one half of their high school requirements in Catalyst must 

complete 10 credits in Passages, which are spread out over their Catalyst Experience but 

concentrated near the end. Step One of the Passage is to learn and practice public presentation 

skills. Step Two is the beginning of the studentôs self evaluation on their personal experiences 

and skills that make them who they are today. The third step is the Final Passage and culminates 

with a 15 presentation to the student body, follow by a 5-minute graduation speech about the 

studentôs personal journey, accomplishments, skill development, values, and action oriented 

goals for the future. 

 

40 Developmental Assets 

The Search Institute created the 40 Developmental Assets, building blocks of development that 

help young people grow up healthy, caring and responsible.  The first 20, External Assets, are 

positive forces that influence a teenôs life. The second 20, Internal Assets, are values that are 

developed by each teen as a result of the external influences. Catalyst acts upon the Search 

Instituteôs research that shows that increasing our studentsô positive experiences, leads to an 

increase in their positive values, which in turn correlates with an increase in their resiliency, or 

the ability to bounce back from a tough situation.  Shortly after starting Catalyst, and again 

shortly before graduating from Catalyst, each student takes the 40 Developmental Assets survey. 

Through this pre and post assessment, Catalyst High School measures how many external assets 

the student has been exposed to as a result of their Catalyst Experience, what and how many 
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positive values have resulted from these experiences, and to what extent this overall experience 

has contributed to the studentôs resiliency.  

 

Measure of Academic Progress 

Twice each year, Catalyst High School uses the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP), 

developed by the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA), to assess each studentôs academic 

growth, as well as specific areas of strength and areas in need of improvement. MAP is a 

computerized, adaptive assessment system that provides immediate, actionable data to the school 

that is helpful in customizing the design of each studentôs instructional plan. The MAP adapts to 

the student, increasing in difficulty or decreasing in difficulty based on each answer submitted. 

The MAP provides a wealth of information for the academic coordinators to identify appropriate 

level classes and for the teachers to design appropriate instructional level learning goals for each 

student. 

 

Customized Academic Plans 

Designed specifically by Catalyst, the Customized Academic Plan (CAP) centralizes information 

into one internal document for each student. This helps the school better serve the student's 

unique learning needs. The CAP Profile includes the studentôs interests, talents and /or 

achievements, his or her academic strengths, as well as targeted areas for growth. The Profile 

also notes each studentôs learning styles, recommended accommodations if the student has any 

kind of disability, and recommended instructional strategies most likely to lead to success. 

Finally, the Profile includes the studentôs individual goals, career goals, and plans for 

postsecondary education or training. In addition to the Profile, the CAP holds assessment 

information from MAP and the 40 Developmental Assets, as well as Accuplacer, ACT and SAT 

as appropriate. Finally, the CAP charts the completion of each student's graduation 

requirements.   

 

Withdrawal from School  

To qualify for the return the security deposit and any  prepaid tuition by Catalyst High School, 

prior written notice of 30 days by the studentôs parent or guardian is required if a student selects 

to transfer from Catalyst High School. All fees, fines and tuition owed to the school must be paid 

before transfer grades or transcripts will be released. 

 

Post-Secondary Enrollment Options  

Colorado law provides high school pupils in the eleventh and twelfth grades the opportunity to 

apply credit earned at post-secondary state institutions toward high school graduation credit. 

More information is available in the Counseling Office. 

 

Length of Participation 

To allow for the adjustment period and to get settled into the Catalyst routine, a three month 

commitment is requested. While there is no maximum length of participation established, it is 

recommended that a student plan to complete Catalyst High School within three years time. 

 

School Year 

Catalyst High School runs a block schedule, with the 10-month school year broken into approximately 

12 independent marking periods, eight blocks are four-week blocks and four shorter blocks called 
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Intensives. Full monthly tuition payments ï 12 per year -- are expected regardless of holidays and 

interruptions in the school year calendar.  

 

Content Standards 

Catalyst students learn core academic curriculum based on selected Colorado State Content 

Standards, which themselves aligned with national content standards in the following curriculum 

areas:  

¶ Civics 

¶ Economics 

¶ Geometry 

¶ History 

¶ Mathematics 

¶ Physical 

Education 

¶ Reading & 

Writing 

¶ Foreign 

Language 

¶ Science

 

Homework 

Except for the first day of class, the student is expected to bring a completed work assignment to 

every class. The amount of homework is determined by the number of target credits to be earned 

and the number of class days scheduled. Assignments must be turned in on the date contracted in 

order to receive full potential credit. A contracted assignment may be renegotiated in class with 

the teacher for future assignments. An assignment that is completed in class on the day that it is 

due will be considered one day late. Assignments turned in ñone day lateò are worth 75% of the 

value for the assignment that would otherwise be awarded by the teacher. An assignment that is 

two days late will be worth 50% of the earned value, and an assignment turned three days late is 

equal to 25% of the earned grade. An assignment that is not completed by the third day will 

receive a no credit. There is no extra credit or opportunity to make up assignment points lost. 

 

Meetings, Presentations and Graduations 

Courteous, respectful and cooperative behavior is expected from students at all times during 

meetings, presentations, graduations, etc.  

 

Extracurricular Participation  

Students may receive credit for participation in non-Catalyst school-related and community-

based events. Students who violate the Catalyst Code of Conduct may lose credit and the 

privilege of participating in such activities. Students must maintain passing grades at Catalyst 

High School in order to remain eligible to participate in public high school sports and other 

extracurricular activities.  

 

Disabilities/Accommodations 

If a student or family member has special needs due to a disability, and wish to request 

accommodations in order to participate in activities, the student or family should notify a 

Catalyst administrator or counselor. 

 

Inter -Organizational Collaboration 

The flexibility of the Catalyst schedule is designed to accommodate various student needs, such 

as doctorsô appointments, counseling appointments, jobs, other educational programs, sports, day 

care responsibilities, etc.  If these other activities are of significant educational value, a student 

may earn credit for the experience. Such examples include, but are not limited to, tutoring, 
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counseling, YMCA membership, or art or music classes. In such a case, additional costs are 

passed on to the studentôs family. Catalyst High School only makes such arrangements with 

contractors or organizations that carry their own liability insurance. Catalyst High School does 

not accept responsibility for injury, death, or other mishap incurred by the student while engaged 

with the contractor or agency.  
 

Academic Honesty and Integrity 

Catalyst students must take ownership of their learning, both inside and outside of school. Maintaining 

high standards of academic integrity is critical in providing a quality education and preparing for the 

future. When engaged in learning activities, students should seek assistance and advice from school 

personnel rather than gathering information or creating work in a manner that is unethical and that 

undermines their own integrity and personal development. Further, students must understand that 

violations of copyright law can carry criminal penalties.  The following are violations of Catalyst 

Standards of Honesty and Integrity: 

¶ Unacknowledged use of information, ideas, or phrasing of others 

¶ Copying another writer without properly documenting the source 

¶ Reproducing another personôs work or part and submitting it as oneôs own 

¶ Inventing information or a citation and presenting it as truth 

¶ Misquoting or quoting out of context 

¶ Working with another student on work that is intended to be done independently 

¶ Downloading or purchasing and submitting papers or parts of papers from outside sources 

¶ Sharing or selling unauthorized answers by any means, including data storage/transmission 

devices 

¶ Giving or selling work to someone who plans to copy it or submit it as his/her own  

Should there be a suspected violation of Catalyst Standards of Honest and Integrity, the teacher will 

discuss the concern with the student, and the teacher may render consequences. If the misconduct 

continues, is extreme, or is not resolved to the teacherôs satisfaction, the administrator will consider 

input from both student and teacher before determining a consequence, which may include, but may not 

be limited to, the studentôs suspension. 

 

Academic Load 

New students who have not had recent academic success may start Catalyst High School with a 

Transition Class. New students with a recent history of academic success likely will start with regular 

academic classes. Students who have been successful with a relatively light academic load during their 

first block are eligible to take on more challenges, which may include taking more classes or earning 

credit for additional community experiences. A student may earn a maximum of 12.5 credits per 4-week 

block and 7.5 credits per Intensive block.  
 
Transition Classes 
New students who have not experienced recent academic success likely will take a transition class. The 

purpose is to assure a successful integration of the student into the Catalyst milieu and to prepare the 

student for more academically rigorous classes.  Transition classes meet for 1.5 to 3 hours per day, daily 

for one block. A student may continue with a transition class in future blocks, if it is considered to be in 

the best interest of the student. Transition classes involve class discussions, projects, skill building, 

assessments, community experiences, and a moderate amount of homework. 
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4-Week Block Classes 

English, social studies, or science classes meet two to four days per week, generally for an hour and a 

half each time, for four weeks.  Mathematics meets for one hour. An administrator and the student work 

together to determine which classes the student will take as well as his/her schedule. The student may 

complete up to 15 hours of homework each week per subject. If taking two classes, the student may be 

expected to complete 30 hours of homework per week. 

 
Intensives 

Intensives generally last between 6 and 11 days and meet as a small group for 5 to 6 hours every day and 

are often taken for non-core related credit. Alternatively, an Intensive may involve a variable schedule 

or encompass overnight experiences. Variations of Intensive classes include continued transition 

support, guest teachers, community-based classes involving active living, art, architecture, theater, 

leadership retreats, etc. 

 
Community Based Learning/Field Trips 

Learning experiences in Catalyst High School may occur in the community and are part of the 

scope of the Catalyst High Schoolôs functions. Often, community-based learning experiences for 

individually contracted studies will not be supervised by a staff member. A Parentôs signature on 

the ñCommunity Based Learning/Field Tripsò section on the Terms of Enrollment is sufficient 

for the studentôs participation on all single-day, off-campus trips, both supervised and 

unsupervised. There will be no single-day field trip permission slips. 

 

Community Experiences 

Students who have a job, engage in on-going therapy, or participate in a non-school-related sport and/or 

artistic and/or musical experience at the time of starting Catalyst High School may start earning credit 

for such activities when starting. Otherwise, new students are encouraged get a solid start with core 

academic classes before adding community-based classes to their load. Students may earn credit for 

community experiences in areas such as Health and Safety, Active Living, Community Service, 

Practical Experiences, Electives, etc.  
 
Calculating Class Grade 

Regardless of the length of the block, subject area, or teacher, all class grades are determined in the 

same manner: classes that require up to eleven days of attendance are worth 100 points; classes that are 

twelve days or longer are worth 200 points. Thus, each point is worth either 1% or 2 % of the total grade 

for the class. Of the 100% possible for a class, approximately 80% of the total grade relates to how the 

required work demonstrates mastery of the academic expectations, and 20% of the total grade is based 

on attendance. All assignment grades are numerical. For example, a grade of ñBò may be recorded as an 

8 out of possible 10 points, or it could be recorded as a 4 out of possible 5 points.  

A final class score will be calculated out of a possible 100 points (There will be 200 points possible for a 

class lasting 12 days or longer).  Each point will be worth 1% of a final class grade (.5% of a final grade 

for 200-point classes). Passing grades for classes are traditional letter grades as follows: 70%-72%=C-, 

73%-76%=C, 77%-79%=C+, 80%-82%=B-, 83%-86%=B, 87%-89%=B+, 90%-92%=A-, and 93%-

100%=A. There are no Dôs or Fôs.  Students who earn fewer than 70% for a class will earn ñNCò for No 

Credit. No Credit (NC) will appear on the studentôs transcript but is not calculated into the GPA. Classes 

that result in an NC must be retaken to earn credit.  
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Calculating Class Credits 

Credits are earned in Catalyst in accordance to the following schedule: 

¶ Core academic classes (except Math)  12 hours of work (in school and at home) per credit. 

¶ Work Experience    20 hours of work per credit (25 max.) 

¶ Volunteering, Interning, Mentoring  10 hours of work per credit (25 max. per category) 

¶ Math classes     Credits earned based on amount of curriculum mastered 

¶ College classes     3 college credits are generally worth 5 Catalyst 

credits 

 

Academic Plan 

Prior to beginning Catalyst High School, the parent and the student must identify the desired 

outcome of the Catalyst Experience: 

¶ Minimum graduation requirements of 225 credits  

¶ Completing high school in May/June, or at any other specified time 

¶ Completion of 240 credits, which will include college preparation classes 

 

Credit Requirements 

Students enter Catalyst High School with variable credit needs to complete high school. 

Regardless of how many credits a student starts with, a student must earn a total of at least of 225 

credits (22.5 Carnegie Units) to graduate. Students who are college bound generally take more 

than the bare minimum required to graduate.  Requirements include a traditional curriculum of 

core subjects, learning experiences that support general health and wellness, and an array of 

assessments and checkpoints designed to prepare students for their post-secondary paths.  

Students are advised on requirements needed to graduate from Catalyst High School, as well as 

for classes that are recommended for entrance into college and other post-secondary options. 
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Passages 
 

 

Students who plan to attend Catalyst High School for at least 10 months, and who plan to 

graduate from Catalyst, must complete Presentation, First Passage and Graduation Passage.  

Students who attend Catalyst for less than five months may be excused from this requirement.  

 

 

Presentation Class 

The student works with the teacher in learning different kinds of speeches/presentations to 

prepare for Catalyst Presentations of Learning, as well as to prepare them for public speaking in 

their post-secondary lives (college classes, work presentations, interviews, etc.)  The student will 

learn how to select and research a topic, analyze the audience and effectively deliver 

presentations.  

 

 

First Passage  
Students engage in their First Passage approximately halfway through their education at Catalyst 

High School. The student begins to assemble a working academic portfolio, and engages in a 

process of academic and personal self-reflection, culminating in a 10-minute presentation to the 

school community. The portfolio will include the analysis of a studentôs best academic work in at 

least two subject areas, as well as written reflections on their past, and how they are working 

toward specific goals for the future. It includes assessment of external and internal assets, 

discussion of issues related to personal wellness, resiliency and achievement, and an evaluation 

of the studentôs personal physical and mental health. It will include various aspects of the 21st 

Century Skills with at least one example of: High Productivity; Digital Age Literacy; Inventive 

Thinking; and Effective Communication.  

 

 

Graduation Passage and Portfolio 

Students engage in their Graduation Passage during their final blocks at Catalyst High school.  

The student finishes preparing their final academic portfolio and completes the process of 

academic and personal self-reflection, culminating in a 15-minute presentation to the school 

community. The portfolio will include the analysis of their best academic work in at least four 

subject areas and the attainment of specific goals for the future, as well as examples of advanced 

development of external and internal assets. The student shall also present current goals and 

action plans for implementation related to life-long wellness, personal challenge and 

accomplishment, and an evaluation of his or her personal mental and physical health. The 

presentation shall be more complex technically than in First Passage, and it will include various 

aspects of the 21st Century Skills with at least one example of High Productivity, at least two 

examples of Digital Age Literacy, at least three examples of Inventive Thinking and at least three 

examples of Effective Communication.  
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Graduation Requirements 
 

Catalyst High School graduation requirements are similar to area public school districts. When discussing 

a studentôs goal for graduating from Catalyst, it is important to have common understanding regarding the 

target: to complete the basic requirements for graduation or to include additional requirements that are 

recommended for preparation for college.  In history, science and foreign language, requirements to 

graduate from Catalyst more flexible than in area districts; however, students planning to attend college 

are encouraged to complete the higher expectations. Students who wish to keep their college options open 

are encouraged to take many elective courses as upper level academic subjects.  Catalyst  includes some 

requirements that are beyond the public districts in our area. Catalyst requires more credits in Health as do 

local districts. Also, Catalyst requires the equivalent of two years of experiences, which include computer 

technology, business, community service and work-related experiences. Finally, Catalyst requires the 

completion of a yearôs equivalent in Passages.  

 

Credit Requirements and Recommendations 
 

SUBJECT REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION  RECCOMENDED FOR COLLEGE  

 TOTAL  MINIMUM  TOTAL  MINIMUM  

LANGUAGE ARTS  (L)  40  45*  

Literature 

Composition 

Communication 

Electives 

College Prep Writing 

 10 

15 

5 

10 

 10 

20 

5 

5 

5 

SOCIAL STUDIES (H)  20  30*  

Government 

American History 

World History 

Geography 

 5 

5 

5 

5 

 5 

10 

10 

5 

SCIENCE (P) 20  30*  

Physical 

Life 

Earth 

Electives 

 5 

5 

5 

5 

 10 (Lab) 

10 (Lab) 

5 

5 

MATH (N)  25  40*  

WORLD LANGUAGES (F)  5  20*  

FINE ARTS/MUSIC (A)  5  10  

HEALTHY LIVING (K)  25  25  

Active Living 

Safety/Health 

Elective 

 10 

10 

5 

 10 

10 

5 

EXPERIENCES (E) 20  20  

Computer Technology 

Practical Experiences 

Business 

Community Experiences 

 5 

5 

5 

5 

 5 

5 

5 

5 

PASSAGES (C) 10  10  

Presentation 

First Passage  

Graduation Passage  

 2.5 

2.5 

5 

 2.5 

2.5 

5 

ELECTVES (Z)  55  10  

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED        225       245 *Required by CCHE 
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21
st
 Century Skills 

 

Catalyst High School has emerged as a Front Range Leader in helping students acquire skills for 

success in their future, known as 21
st
 Century Skills.  The business community, education 

leaders, and policymakers have worked together to define a powerful vision for 21st century 

education that ensures studentsô success as 21st century citizens and workers.  Catalyst High 

School strives to create effective communicators who are adept at teamwork, collaboration and at 

fostering successful interpersonal relationships, who take personal, social and civic 

responsibility. We help our students learn how to use real-world tools, to create relevant and high 

quality results and products.  We strive to create inventive thinkers, who can manage complexity 

and use higher order thinking regularly, and who are self-directed, curious advocates who are 

willing to take risks and make mistakes in their efforts to solve problems. Finally, Catalyst 

develops graduates who are not only literate linguistically, mathematically and scientifically, but 

who are globally and culturally aware, as well as economically and technologically proficient in 

this information age.  
 

Effective Communication 

¶ Teaming and Collaboration: Cooperate with others to 

learn, create and solve problems 

¶ Interpersonal Skills: Manage emotions and behaviors to 

support positive social interactions 

¶ Personal Responsibility: Consistently demonstrate 

integrity, honesty and ethical behavior  

¶ Social and Civic Responsibility: Take action to promote 

the public good and quality of life 

¶ Interactive Communication: Engage in meaningful 

exchange of information in various contexts 

High Productivity  

¶ Get Results: Achieve goals, complete projects and solve 

problems using interpretive thinking skills 

¶ Real-World Tools: Use hardware, software and other 

facets of IT for practical applications 

¶ Produce Relevant Products: Develop authentic 

products for real-world purposes 

¶ High Quality Products: Create products that 

demonstrate high standards of quality 

Inventive Thinking  

¶ Complex Management: Manage simultaneously and 

efficiently multiple goals, tasks and data  

¶ Self-Direction: Set meaningful goals, then plan and 

achieve them independent of other people 

¶ Curiosity:  Have a desire to know and interest in learning 

about new things 

¶ Creativity:  Bring into existence original processes and 

products 

¶ Risk Taking:  Willing to attempt problem-solving while 

also willing to risk making mistakes 

¶ Advocacy: Promote oneôs own needs or promote 

unconventional or unpopular positions 

¶ Higher Order Th inking : Analyze, compare, infer, 

interpret and synthesize information 

¶ Sound Reasoning: Solve problems logically in a range of 

domains and contexts 

Digital Age Literacy 

¶ Linguistic Literacy : Effectively use basic reading and 

writing skills in English 

¶ Numeric Literacy : Acquire number-related skills for 

personal, academic and work-related post-graduate 

needs  

¶ Scientific Literacy: Apply scientific concepts and 

processes to support decision making 

¶ Economic Literacy: Understand various economic 

conditions, reasons,  policies and cost/benefit analyses 

¶ Technical Literacy:  Use contemporary technology to 

achieve specific goals 

¶ Visual Literacy :  Interpret and create visual media for 

enjoyment and problem-solving 

¶ Information Literacy : Apply technology to collect, 

evaluate, synthesize and present information 

effectively 

¶ Cultural Literacy : Appreciate similarities and 

differences among various cultures of peoples 

¶ Global Awareness: Understand relationships among 

world-wide nations, entities and systems 
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Bloomôs Taxonomy 

 

 
Developed through a Goals 2000/CASSI Grant to Centennial BOCES in Colorado, by Lin Kuzmich, copyright 1998. 

Permission given to duplicate these materials for nonprofit purposes only. 

Ideas for Using Critical Thinking Levels 

Critical Thinking  

Levels Using 

Bloomôs Taxonomy 

What Students 

Must Do 

 

Ideas for 

Verbs 

 

Ideas for 

Products 

 

Evaluation 

 

Making a value judgment 

about issues using or 

developing a criteria, 

making decisions and 

substantiating these 

decisions with sound 

reasons or standards for 

making the decision. 

Judge, evaluate, persuade, 

give viewpoint, prioritize, 

recommend, critique, 

resolve, substantiate, 

appraise, debate 

 

Debate, Editorial, 

Critique, Rating, 

Creating an Action Plan 

based on 

research/findings 

 

Synthesis 

 

Creating a unique, 

original product that may 

be in verbal form or may 

be a physical object, 

performance, or written 

piece, combining parts in 

such a way as to 

constitute a pattern or 

structure that did not exist 

before. 

Compose, design, invent, 

create, hypothesize, 

construct, forecast, 

imagine, rearrange parts, 

produce, formulate, 

establish 

relationships 

 

Plan, song, poem, art 

project, ad, invention, 

science experiment 

(unique), brochures 

 

Analysis 

 

Breaking something 

down to show how it is 

put together, deciding the 

underlying structure of a 

communication or 

explaining parts to whole 

relationships. 

Investigate, classify, 

categorize, compare, 

contrast, solve, 

demonstrate, cause and 

effect, explain 

implications 

 

Survey, questionnaire, 

solution, report, 

prospectus, cartoons, 

creating charts or 

graphs, research, student 

designed questions 

Application 

 

Problem-Solving, 

applying information to 

produce some result or 

recognizing a problem 

and selecting a solution, 

utilizing a combination of 

previously learned skills. 

Demonstrate, use, maps, 

chart, build, cook, 

problem-solve, produce 

result, process, perform 

 

Recipe, model artwork, 

demonstration, crafts, 

musical presentation, 

creating a poster or 

display of ideas & 

applications 

 

Comprehension 

 

Interpreting, translating 

from one medium to 

another, describing in 

oneôs own words, 

defining and finding 

similarities. 

Interpret, restate, give 

examples, explain, 

summarize, translate, 

show symbols, edit, find 

similarities, understand 

 

Drawing, diagram, 

response to a question, 

revision 

 

Knowledge 

 

Remembering, recalling 

or recognizing. 

 

Tell, list, recite, 

memorize, remember, 

define, locate, recall 

Workbook pages, quiz, 

vocabulary, facts 
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Student & Parent Resources 
 

Hotlines 

Safe House Boulder Crisis Line (303) 444-2424 

 

Safe House Denver Crisis Line (303) 318-9989 

 

Rape Crisis Hotline for Boulder and Broomfield Counties: (303) 443-7300  

RAAP Hotlines, Denver: 24-hour English-speaking hotline - 303-322-7273 

24-hour Spanish-speaking hotline - 303-329-0031 

 

National Rape Crisis Hotline 1-800-656-HOPE (4673) 

 

Suicide Hotline 1-800-SUICIDE (784-2433) or 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

National, 24 hours, 7 days a week 

 

Safe2Tell ï Hotline: 877-542-SAFE (7233) Website: safe2tell.org  

Helps you anonymously report any threatening behavior that endangers you, your friends, your 

family, or your community. 

 

Youth Residential Organizations 

Sage Community Partnership: (303) 440-8096 Website:www.sagecp.org 

 

Attention Homes Youth Shelter: (303)447.1206 Website: www.attentionhomes.org 

 

Therapeutic Services 

VIVE!: (800) 261-0127 Website:  

 

Medicine Horse Program: (720) 406-7630 Website: www.medicinehorse.org  

 

Boulder Counseling Cooperative: Website: www.bouldercountycooperative.org  

Low-cost counseling services in Boulder 

 

The Mental Health Center Serving Boulder and Broomfield Counties:  

Boulder Service Line (303) 413-6263; Children/Adolescents Line (303) 413-6388;  

After Hours Emergency Line (303) 447-1665; Lafayette Office (303) 665-2670 

Longmont Office (303)684-0555; Broomfield Office (303) 466-3007 

Website: www.mhcbc.org 

 

Centennial Peaks Hospital: (303) 673-9990  

 

Education Consulting 
At Risk Alternatives: Linda Cain (720) 299-8844 Website: www.atriskalternatives.com 

 

 

 

http://www.attentionhomes.org/
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Drug Testing 

Chematox: (303) 440-4500 Website: www.chematox.com  

 

Teen Parenting 
Genesis: Boulder (303)413-7529 Longmont (303)678-6155  

Website: www.co.boulder.co.us/health/commhlth/genesis 

Teen Clinic 

Womenôs Health Clinic, Boulder and Longmont Teen Clinic: (303) 442-5160 

  

Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Questioning (GLBTQ) Support  

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays: 303-444-8164 
Website: www.pflag.org 

 

Youth and Community Organizations 
TEENS, Inc. Youth and Family Center, Nederland (303) 258-3821Website: www.teensinc.org 

 

Project YES, Lafayette: (303) 926-0306 Website: www.project-yes.org 

 

YMCA of Boulder Valley, Lafayette: (303) 664-5455 Website: www.ymcabv.org 

 

Workforce Boulder County: Boulder: (303) 301-2900 Longmont: (303) 651-1510  

Website: http://www.wfbc.org/  

 

Alternatives for Youth: 303-776-8184 Website: www.alternativesforyouth.org 

 

BreakThrough Arts: (303) 443-4474 x4650 Email: bta@ymcabv.org 

 

 

This is not an exhaustive list. If you have questions or are looking for a resource that is not listed, 

please contact a Catalyst counselor or staff member for help.  
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http://www.atriskalternatives.com/
http://www.atriskalternatives.com/
http://www.pflag.org/
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