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What Is a òDesigner Babyó?

ÅNote: The term òdesigner babyó is a 
journalistic term, not scientific.

ÅThe Definition of a designer baby is as 

follows: òA baby whose genetic makeup 

has been artificially selected by genetic 

engineering  combined with In Vitro 

fertilization to ensure the presence or 

absence of particular genes or 

characteristicsó (Oxford English Dictionary)



How are Designer Babies 

Possible?
ïIn Vitro Fertilization - In Vitro fertilization is a 

technique where the egg is fertilized outside of 
the body and then the egg is injected back into 
the uterus.

ïMethod #1: Pre-Implantation Genetic Diagnosis 
(PGD)
ÅThe ability to screen the embryoõs. (Used commonly to 

avoid passing diseases)

ïMethod #2: Choosing the sperm that fertilizes 
the egg

ïMethod #3: Cloning





Ethics

ÅThe Ethical divide between THERAPY & 

ENHANCMENT

ÅThe two big questions:

ïAre the technologies of genetic modification 

and selection safe enough to be used on 

humans?

ïEven if the technologies are safe, can they 

be morally defended?



Other Questions Concerning 

Ethics



PROS
1. Prevents genetic disease

2. Helps infertile parents have 
children

3. Parents wonõt have to spend 
as much $ on health care in 

the future

4. Less stress for parents

5. There are possible 
enhancements on life span, 
and positive alterations to 

personality such as 
intelligence.

CONS
1. Embryos are thrown away

2. Could possibly start a 
population of òsuper 

humansó

3. There are chances of having 
a baby with defects.

4. There born to make others 
happy

5. What's going to happen if 
they donõt get what they 
want? EX: They wanted a 

blue -eyed blonde haired girl 
and they get a girl with 

brown hair and brown eyes?



Designer Babies & Introduction into 

Transgenic Animals- Princeton professor 

Lee Silver

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TN9ep4B9Hw0



